






 





The Honorable Karl Rhoads 
Page 2 
March 3, 2015 
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony supporting the intent of  
HB 819 HD1.  
 

Sincerely, 

        
Waynette K.Y. Cabral, M.S.W.   Rosie Rowe   

 Executive Administrator    Chair     
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAIÔI  
404 Ward Ave., Suite 200  �  Honolulu, HI 96814  �  (808) 596 -2980  �  www.hawaiidemocrats.org  

 

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 
 
Relating to House Bill 819, House Draft 1 
Testifying in Support 

 
 
Aloha, Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Jan Buenaventura, and Members of the House Committee on 
Judiciary, 
 
The Democratic Party of Hawaii supports HB819 HD1 Relating to Bullying, which requires 
certain state and county agencies and grantees to adopt bullying prevention policies, establishes a 
task force to assist the Governor with bullying prevention policies in the State, and appropriates 
funds for recourses and staff for the Bullying Prevention Task Force. 
 
This bill will help ensure the safety and well-being of HawaiiÕs youth population. Though the 
legislature, in 2011, took steps to address this issue, since itÕs enactment, it seems to have had 
little direct effect and needs to be improved and strengthened. We believe HB819 will do just 
that. 
 
The 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey found that approximately one in five Hawaii middle and 
high school students were bullied at school. This figure is unnecessarily high and goes even 
higher among students with disabilities. No young person, regardless of gender, disability, 
nationality, or sexual orientation, should have to experience fear and potential bodily harm while 
in an educational environment. 
 
We believe this bill takes a comprehensive approach to the problem and encourage you to pass 
this bill out of your committee. 
 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify, 
The Legislation Committee of the Democratic Party of Hawaii 
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DAVID Y. IGE
 GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAÌ I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI`I 96804

KATHRYN S. MATAYOSHI
SUPERINTENDENT      

 Date:  03/03/2015
Time:  01:00 PM
Location:  325
Committee: House Judiciary

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 0819, HD1  RELATING TO BULLYING.

Purpose of Bill: Requires certain state and county agencies and grantees to adopt 
bullying prevention policies.  Establishes a task force to assist the 
Governor with bullying prevention policies in the State.  Appropriates 
funds.  (HB819 HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) appreciates the intent of HB 819 HD1. This bill 
would require all youth-serving agencies and schools that receive state funds to adopt bullying 
prevention policies to protect youth.  

However, the Department has substantive concerns regarding the proposed amendments to 
Hawaii Revised Statutes.  When a student’s behavior violates established policies, rules, or 
regulations of the Department, state or local laws, the Department may take appropriate 
disciplinary action in accordance with Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) Title 8 Chapter 19, 
Student Misconduct, Discipline, School Searches and Seizures, Reporting Offenses, Police 
Interviews and Arrests, and Restitution for Vandalism. This HAR governs acts of bullying in the 
Department. Currently, the bill's proposed language for many definitions, processes and 
procedures are inconsistent with Chapter 19.

We respectfully ask for your favorable support of an appropriation since this measure places the 
responsibility on the Department to provide the proposed bullying prevention task force with the 
resources and staff support necessary to accomplish the mandates of this measure.

Further, the Department also would like to ensure that HB 819 HD1 would not replace or 
adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Committee Hearing before the Committee on the Judiciary in support of the Safe Schools for 

All Students Act 
 

March 3, 2015 
 

Room Number 325 
1:00pm 

 
Statement submitted by: 

GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network) Hawai’i 
 
Attn:  Committee on Judiciary: 
 
Aloha Judiciary Chair Rep. Karl Rhoads, 

Thank you for your continued leadership on the important issue of school safety and for this 
opportunity to present testimony in support of HB819. I am Kaleo Ramos, Co-Chair of GLSEN 
Hawai’i. GLSEN is the leading national education organization focused on ensuring safe 
schools for all students. For 25 years, GLSEN has worked to ensure that each member of every 
school community is valued and respected, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity 
and expression.  We do this by providing staff professional development as well as supporting 
students in their efforts to help create a safe and welcoming school climate. In addition, we 
work with student clubs commonly known as gay straight alliances. We work to ensure that all 
students have a safe place to voice their concerns regarding any issue, including bullying and/or 
harassment.   

Bullying and harassment are truly vital issues, both in Hawai’i and throughout our country. Too 
many students are afraid to go to school each day because of the relentless bullying they know 
they will face. The problem can be exacerbated for vulnerable student populations such as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) youth, students with disabilities, and students of 
color. Based on GLSEN’s 2013 National School Climate Survey, research found that schools are 
unsafe and unwelcoming for the majority of LGBT students. Sixty-five percent heard 
homophobic remarks, 30% missed at least one day of school in the past month because they felt 
unsafe or uncomfortable and 85% were verbally harassed in the past year. It is clear that there is 
an urgent need for action to create safe and affirming schools for our LGBT youth.   

Fortunately, years of research on bullying and harassment has provided us with solutions that 
work, such as comprehensive, enumerated anti-bullying policies such as HB819. Research has 
shown that enumeration is necessary to ensure that anti-bullying policies provide protection for 
all students. Students who attend schools with enumerated policies report less bullying and 
harassment, a higher rate of intervention by teachers, an overall increased feeling of safety, and 
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a greater willingness to report incidents of bullying and harassment when they occur.F

1
F However, 

research shows that students in states without enumerated laws have roughly the same 
experience of bullying as students in states with no anti-bullying laws at all.F

2
F  

We also strongly support the provisions of HB819 which provide for statewide reporting of 
incidents of bullying and harassment. The collection and analysis of data about bullying and 
harassment is an important component of any strategy to confront this issue. Statewide data 
collection would allow the Governor, Department of Education, educators, and the general 
public to annually receive an aggregate report about incidents of bullying and harassment in 
Hawai’i. This would help make funding decisions and consider any further updates to the law to 
better address bullying and harassment. The availability of aggregate data would also allow the 
Governor to make an informed assessment of how the law is working, to suggest improvements, 
and to tailor implementation efforts. Finally, these annual reports would help school districts 
tailor district anti-bullying efforts to address particular bullying issues, such as cyberbullying or 
bullying against LGBT students.  

Enumerated anti-bullying policies, collection and analysis of statewide bullying data, and 
alternative school discipline are all necessary aspects of ensuring school safety in Hawai’i. We 
thank you for examining these important issues and urge the Committee to pass HB819 to 
provide all Hawai’i students with a safe, supportive educational environment. Passing HB819 
will send a strong message to our youth that LGBT individuals are equal in the eyes of the law.   

Mahalo for your time, 

B. Kaleo Ramos 
Chapter Co-Chair 
GLSEN Hawaii 
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1 Kosciw, J. G., Greytak, E. A., Diaz, E. M., and Bartkiewicz, M. J. (2013). The 2013 National School Climate 
Survey: The experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth in our nation’s schools. New York: 
GLSEN. 
2 Ibid. 
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March 2, 2015 

 

TO: HOUSE Judiciary Committee  

RE:  HB819 HD1      IN STRONG SUPPORT  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Members, 

As President of Rainbow Family 808, a group of Straight, LGBT families focused on 
peace and justice through education, we strongly SUPPORT HB819 HD1 on behalf of 
all our families.  

As a Social Worker, I admire Massachusetts for the great strides they have made in 
addressing bullying for over 20 years.  This is what I want for Hawaii.  

My first contact I had with Bullying in Hawaii was in 1995 after a young Freshman 
brought a complaint to his school after they mishandled the daily bullying he had 
received. One teacher handled the bullying by ordering him to spend his recess reading 
bible verses in his classroom. After several complaints, the school transferred him to 
another school, less than 5 miles from his home school. Being a small island, the 
bullying started anew. He escaped bodily injuries until the day that he couldnÕt out run 
the gang on campus. When the beating was over, he was carried off campus on a 
stretcher. His parents told Administration that since the school failed to protect him on 
campus, they were withdrawing him from school. The student lost the use of his one 
eye after a pencil attack. The school awarded him a GED which ended up demoralizing 
him because he felt that he didnÕt work for it. He lost his high school experience. The 
last time I saw him, he was bartending.  

I wish I referred him to ACLU for restitution and closure after the horrid bullying he 
experienced daily at the hands of bullies on campus. His parents didnÕt know about 
ACLU and did their best to protect him. There is no way to give him back his high school 
years but we can make sure this doesnÕt happen again. HB819 provides training so that 
educators, custodians, staff and administrators stop bullying the moment it erupts in 
class or anyplace on campus. 

After 20 years of testifying on Bills that address Bullying in our Hawaii School System, 
this is the most comprehensive bill. Let this be the year that we move forward to 
address the harm to the victims and the perpetrators of this serious Hate Crime. Our 
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students deserve a safe school environment for an ultimate learning experience in 
Hawaii.   

Please Pass HB979 HD1 to return protection that is needed for our youth in Hawaii 
schools. National records show that in the first two months of 2015, FOUR Suicide 
Youth victims have already taken their lives. The notes left behind reflect that they canÕt 
take the daily bullying.  

Mahalo nui loa 

 

Carolyn Martinez Golojuch, MSW - President 
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       American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai'i 
       P.O. Box 3410 
       Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801 
       T: 808-522-5900 
       F: 808-522-5909 
       E: office@acluhawaii.org 
       www.acluhawaii.org 

 
 
Committee:  Committee on Judiciary 
Hearing Date/Time: Tuesday, March 3, 2015, 1:00 p.m. 
Place:   Conference Room 325 
Re:   Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaii with Comments on H.B. 819, H.D. 1, 

Relating to Bullying 
 
Dear Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee on Judiciary: 
 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii (“ACLU of Hawaii”) writes with comments on 
H.B. 819, H.D. 1, Relating to Bullying.  The ACLU of Hawaii supports Part III (amending HRS 
§ 302D-34 to prohibit discrimination based on gender identity and expression in Hawaii’s public charter 
schools). 
 

As to Part II, although the ACLU of Hawaii believes that it is a laudable goal to eradicate 
bullying in state agencies, H.B. 819, H.D. 1 would apply to every state and county agency and a multitude 
of grantees.  The bill, if passed, would result in scores of bullying prevention programs and reporting 
requirements that could vary in great degree and provide little certainty to youth about prohibited 
behaviors and consequences.   

 
The original version of H.B. 819 was entitled “the Safe Schools for All Children Act,” and the 

ACLU of Hawaii would support a more focused anti-bullying bill limited to the Department of Education 
to address bullying in state public and public charter schools.  A more focused bill would be far more 
advantageous (and ultimately more successful) in preventing bullying behavior in Hawaii’s public 
schools.   

 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify.  
 
Daniel M. Gluck 
Legal Director 
ACLU of Hawaii 

 
The mission of the ACLU of Hawaii is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S. and 
State Constitutions.  The ACLU of Hawaii fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and public education 
programs statewide.  The ACLU of Hawaii is a non-partisan and private non-profit organization that 
provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept government funds.  The ACLU of Hawaii 
has been serving Hawaii for 50 years. 
 

.11.ó,

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of HAWA|'l

sanbuenaventura2
New Stamp



Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joyce Midori Charles MoveOn.org Honolulu 
Council 

Support No 

 
 
Comments: As a parent and grandparent I strongly support this bill to help to protect 
ALL of the keiki of Hawai'i. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dara Carlin, M.A. Individual Support No 
 
 



Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Teri Heede Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Douglas Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Pablo Wegesend Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: School employees need official guidelines in dealing with bullying. Too 
often, school employees have to make quick decisions without official guidelines. With 
unified official guidelines, it will be much more clear on what school employees need to 
do when bullying occurs.  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patricia Blair Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Stop Bullying 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eileen McKee Individual Support No 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Steven Vannatta Individual Support No 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mathew Bellhouse-King Individual Support No 
 
 
 



Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Robyn Blaisdell Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: We all know how this works: A child looks, acts, dresses differently and is in 
danger of being harassed and bullied. Schools and teachers need to be trained to see 
the signs of bullying and notice when children are fearful of others or have been crying. 
Students need to be constantly monitored in class, at lunch, at recess - anywhere on 
school grounds in order to prevent any form of harassment. Students need to know 
there will be someone available at all times to keep them safe. All online 
communications with children should be monitored by the teacher at school and the 
parents at home.  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Nancy Kern Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: My name is Nancy Kern. I worked on the issue of bullying prevention for 
many years when I was an employee of the Hawaii Department of Health. Bullying 
continues to be a pervasive issue among students at Hawaii's public schools, 
particularly among LGBT youth. Bullying based on any of the recognized classes - 
including race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender and gender identity - is a significant 
challenge for many Hawaii students. It is our responsibility to protect our youth from 
negative behaviors. This bill will help us to do so. Please pass it so all of Hawaii's 
children can experience a safe and secure school environment.  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Van Law Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Please consider passing this bill as its passage is a matter of life and death. 
Every year, so many teens lose their battle against bullying by ending their own lives. 
Please put a stop to this by supporting this bill. 
 
 



Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Golojuch Jr 
GLBT Caucus of the 
Democratic Party of 

Hawaii 
Support Yes 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Moran Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Aloha Chair and Committee. Sorry this is late. Bullying and aloha can never 
go together. Please supportr this measure. It is pono. Mahalo, Mike Moran Maui 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Deges Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Neenz Faleafine Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: It's common sense. This is a step in the right direction for the betterment of 
our world. I strongly support this bill. 
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